
Restoration	  at	  Princess	  Vlei
Securing	  biodiversity	  at	  a	  critical	  Cape	  Flats	  conservation	  area



What	  is	  restoration?

-‐ ‘Assisted	  ecosystem	  recovery’.
-‐ ‘The	  scientific,	  active	  interventions	   that	  enable	  the	  recovery	  of	  a	  
damaged	  and	  degraded	  habitat’.
• Including:	  alien	  clearing,	  litter	  clean	  ups,	  restoring	  water	  systems,	  
earth	  works,	  fire	  management,	  species	  introduction.

What	  restoration	  is	  NOT:
• Gardening



What	  was	  once	  on	  the	  Cape	  
Flats?	  
Cape	  Flats	  Sand	  Fynbos
• Endemic	  to	  Cape	  Town
• 16	  endemic	  species,	  6	  extinct
• 14%	  remaining
• <2%	  statutorily	  conserved
• 30%	  national	  conservation	  target:	  
UNATTINTABLE





Aspalathus globulosa [EN]

I	  Ebrahim,	  iNat





Contemporary	  Distribution



• 114	  Botanical	  
Records
• 91	  Species
• 18.68%	  (17)	  
on	  Red	  List





Habitat	  Condition	  
Category

Polygon	  
letter

Surface	  Area	  
(Hectares)

Surface	  
Area	  (%)

Lost
Transformed	  (1) B,	  D,	  F,	  G,	  H 36.84 81.29
Heavily	  Modified	  
(2)
Degraded	  (3) C,	  E 3.21 7.08
Near	  Natural	  (4) A 5.27 11.63
Natural	  (5)

Total 45.32 100



Diastella proteoides [CR]
• 3	  remnants	  of	  the	  southern	  form	  (Tokai,	  Meadowridge,	  Kenilworth)	  



Erica	  margaritacea[CR]
• ca.	  250	  plants	  in Kenilworth	  Racecourse



Leucadendron	  levisanus [CR] Leucadendron	  floridum [CR]



Erica	  verticillata [EX]
• Extinct	  in	  the	  Wild
• Clones	  brought	  
back	  from:	  Vienna,	  
Germany,	  UK,	  USA

• Reintroduced	  to	  
Kenilworth,	  Tokai,	  
Rondevlei

• 2019:	  Rondebosch	  
Common,	  Princess	  
Vlei





Find	  out	  More
www.capetownbotanist.com
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